The Theophany

Image

A possible depiction of what was seen during the Theophany. It is an orb of light with a fringe of
shifting hues, hanging in a part of the sky where the sun did not travel. Despite occurring at
midday, the rest of the sky was dark as night and the stars shone unusually bright.

Over time, depictions of this vision evolved into the star and gear used as the Bright Way's usual
symbol. The gear evolving from the chromatic fringe around the orb. There is considerable debate
inside and outside the Bright Way as to what this glowing orb was. The majority view in Claravian
circles is that it was a breach between the realm of the knowable (the physical universe) and the
realm of the unknowable (the Empyrean). While not explicitly endorsed by the magisterium, a
common assumption is that the light was in fact the Uncreated Light itself, or more accurately, the
closest a mortal mind could get to perceiving the Light's inapproachable glory.
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