Xenoergonomics: A Bottle of
Nose Balm

Image
OK, let's wash that digital abomination out of our brains with an attempt at visual art by a human.

This is a bottle of nose balm. It's fairly representative of pill bottles and other similarly sized
containers. The only real curve ball compared to its Terran equivalent is the ring on the cap. The
ring serves two main purposes.

For yinrih who live planetside, the ring helps them fish the bottle out of a backpack with their tail.
For spacers, the ring is slipped on one of the digits while the bottle is open and in use in order to

keep the lid from floating away without having to sacrifice an entire paw just to hold the lid. The

outer thumb is used most often for this purpose.

A more subtle feature of these sorts of containers is the texture on the lid. It's not just there for
grip. It also helps the yinrih identify the bottle by touch alone. The texture, together with the
overall size, shape, and mass of the bottle, differentiates it from other similar containers nearby.

There are other similar items that a yinrih typically keeps on their person, whether in a wallet
around the right foreleg or a larger bag on the chest, back, or belly. Paw wax protects the paw
pads against surfaces that are hot or have irritating chemicals. perfumes as well as perfume
remover (for when one's natural musk is deemed more appropriate) are packaged similarly. There
are salves for treating minor cuts, which act to both treat the wound and cover it like a bandage.
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